
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WILLIAM TUCKER 1624 SOCIETY LETTER 



 
 
 
Good morning, everyone!  
 
I sincerely hope everyone had a chance to get a little respite from an exceptional week of 
historic events! 
 
Words cannot express the deep gratitude of The William Tucker 1624 Society for your 
contributions to the success of the weeks long events starting Saturday, August 22nd with 
Project 1619, Inc., and concluding with The William Tucker 1624 Society's annual 
commemoration and Unveiling of the figures of Isabella, Antoney, and Baby William by Fort 
Monroe and VA250. 
 
We all worked together to bring so many talents together to commemorate African and 
African American experiences and history as part of America's history.   I believe we 
succeeded above and beyond all expectations. 
 
The enthusiasm and emotional feelings from many people is a testimony that our great 
work had a personal impact as many took pictures with the figures as a memory and 
connection to our history. 
 
I believe the ancestors are pleased that their narratives live on, and their resilience, faith, 
and hope continues to sustain their descendants for such a time as this! 
 
I can only imagine what we will continue to accomplish! 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Wanda Tucker on behalf of The William Tucker 1624 Society 
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PROJECT 1619 LETTER 



 
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF PROJECT 1619 
 
Thank you all so much for everything.  Every year, the Saturday FEALD 
Commemoration gets better and better.  Adding the Umoja Reception and the 
Panel Discussion broadened the scope of engagement, first out of necessity, 
but then ending in love and, of course, unity. Even the Cleansing and Healing 
Ceremony was above and beyond. Adding the Naming Ceremony at the end just 
seemed to fit and flow like it belonged.  
 
You all made the weekend so special and then the week was spectacular!!!!!  I 
cannot say enough how appreciative I am, Project 1619’s Boards are, and we 
are so grateful for you.  We are a family.  I cannot wait to see what we come up 
with for next year.  I already have someone from another organization who 
wants to come on board and have her event during our week - OUR WEEK.  That 
says a lot.  It was a success.  We, together, jointly, made it a success and it can 
only grow upward from here. 
 
 
Peace and blessings, 
 
Melinda J. Steele 
President 
Project 1619, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE THE LONG ROAD RV’S FACEBOOK POST 
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United States | Grim past, brighter future 

July 1, 2026 

Transforming the cradle of the 
Confederacy 

Tourists are flocking to monuments on 
America’s racial history 

 

Photograph: Equal Justice Initiative 

Jul 1st 2026|MONTGOMERY|4 min read 

ACROSS AMERICA more than 4,400 black people were lynched between 1877 and 1950. Some were 
killed for flirting with white women, others for talking back to bosses or trying to vote. In downtown 
Montgomery, Alabama, each of their names is carved into a rusted steel column marking the county 
where they lived and died. As visitors walk through the six-acre memorial the columns seem to rise. By 
the end they resemble a sea of dark bodies hanging heavily overhead. 

Montgomery, Alabama’s capital, once had more slave-trading depots than churches. More recently, it has 
become home to memorials that commemorate this history. As Donald Trump sets out to build grand 
new structures in Washington, DC, Montgomery’s monuments offer another model of urban reinvention. 
About a decade after the project was conceived, Montgomery’s downtown is transformed and tourism is 
booming. 

The project has been led by Bryan Stevenson, the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), a non-profit 
law firm that defends death-row inmates. Mr Stevenson had observed how Berlin, Johannesburg and 
Kigali confronted their bleakest chapters. When he first moved to Montgomery, it didn’t have a single 
marker that mentioned “slavery”, yet had 59 monuments to the Confederacy and three high schools 
named for its war generals and soldiers. This seemed odd. 

 

 

 

https://www.economist.com/united-states
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2026/07/02/donald-trumps-reflecting-pool-debacle-is-a-gift-to-america
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2026/07/02/donald-trumps-reflecting-pool-debacle-is-a-gift-to-america


Montgomery had been home to the 
first White House of the Confederacy. It 
also is the city where, in 1955, Rosa 
Parks refused to relinquish her seat to 
a white passenger, sparking wide 
boycotts; where segregationists 
bombed Martin Luther King junior’s 
home; where a mob beat activists at a 
bus depot; where George Wallace, 
Alabama’s governor, declared 
“segregation forever” in 1963; and 
where, two years later, the long march from Selma concluded with King calling for “a society that can live 
with its conscience” from the steps of the state Capitol. So Mr Stevenson set out to develop sites to tell 
the story of American slavery, racial violence and civil rights. 

With private financing, he opened the memorial and a museum in 2018, then a few years later a sculpture 
park and, this spring, a town square. In town halls, Mr Stevenson recalls, some locals used to be 
sceptical. That changed when they saw tourists, and cash, roll in. 

Each month 50,000 people visit the “legacy sites”, some coming from as far as Europe and Asia. Demand 
is such that, in the past year, the EJI has partnered with for-profit groups to open a five-star hotel, two 
restaurants and a coffee shop, ventures that might inspire reluctant admiration from a certain New York 
developer turned politician. Profits go back into funding the museums and memorials. The hotel, named 
Elevation, has some unusual features: the architects included a library and “reflection garden” and 
reduced the number of rooms to make communal areas for visitors to talk to each other. 

 

Facing history Photograph: Equal Justice Initiative 

High-end tourism to grapple with racism is either a 
triumph or caricature of American capitalism, 
depending on your view. For Montgomery, though, 
the legacy sites have clearly been a boon. “It’s 
been a game-changer,” says Ron Simmons of the 
Montgomery Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
Tourists stay in town twice as long as they did a 
decade ago. Last year 1.4m visitors spent $1.4bn, 

roughly four times the city’s annual budget. 

Combined with big new investments from Amazon, Meta and manufacturers, surging tourism means that 
Montgomery’s economy is, according to its mayor, Steven Reed, in its best financial position in 30 years. 
The city is using new revenue to raze abandoned buildings, give grants to small businesses, hire more 
police and invest in financial-literacy programmes. In May the city launched a “midnight basketball” 
league, to occupy young people when they might otherwise get into trouble. 



Last year, in an executive order titled “Restoring Truth and Sanity to American History”, Mr Trump 
instructed federally funded museums and parks to remove exhibits that “degrade shared American 
values” or “divide Americans based on race”. The president has taken particular exception to the 
Smithsonian Institution for emphasising “how bad Slavery was”. 

Mr Stevenson’s projects are immune to this pressure—because he is in the business of litigating against 
the government, he has never taken a penny of state or federal funding. Mr Reed notes that “pointing out 
truths doesn’t mean pointing your finger.” Asked what Montgomery now represents to its visitors, he says, 
“an enduring patriotism”. ■ 

Stay on top of American politics with The US in brief, our daily newsletter with fast analysis of the most 
important political news, and Checks and Balance, a weekly note that examines the state of American 
democracy and the issues that matter to voters. 

https://www.economist.com/newsletters/us-in-brief
https://www.economist.com/newsletters/checks-and-balance
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